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Executive Summary 

 

This plan is based on guidance from the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), the Illinois 

Department of Health (IDPH), educational law firms and professional organizations such as the 

Illinois Association of School Boards(IASB) and the Illinois Association of School Administrators 

(IASA).  The development of the plan also depended on the advice of the school board, staff 

members, parents, area superintendents and the Rock Island Regional Office of Education. 

 

Governor JB Pritzker unveiled his Restore Illinois plan on May 5, 2020.  The plan was comprised 

of five phases for reopening the State to normal operations.  The State entered phase 4 at the 

end of June with safety measures that include social distancing, face coverings, enhanced 

sanitation measures and other accommodations.  Phase 4 also includes a prohibition to have 

more than 50 individuals from gathering in one space and a requirement for schools to conduct 

symptom screenings and temperature checks before entering school buildings. 

 

ISBE urges districts to plan for in-person instruction through the lens of equity because in-

person learning allows for equity.  Students have evenhanded access to clean, well-lit and 

climate controlled classrooms.  Students also have equitable access to educational supports, 

programs and opportunities they need to succeed.  For some students, these factors go away 

with remote learning. 

 

This past spring, school districts across America were charged with the daunting task of 

educating children remotely.  The staff worked very hard to provide continuity to the greatest 

extent possible.  However, the technology, phone calls, sack lunches and paper packets could 

not replicate the benefits of face-to-face interactions and instruction.  The Illinois State Board 

of Education has recognized this and encourages school districts to provide completely in-

person instruction for all students while complying with capacity limits and social distancing 

measures. 

 

It is important to note, no one will be penalized for missing school and we encourage those 

who are not feeling well to stay home.  

 

The State has acknowledged that requirements are subject to change based on public health 

conditions.  The District will remain alert for any updates and will change the reopening plan as 

needed.  Sherrard School District has a long history of providing an excellent education for the 

students of our community.  Though the educational program will look different this year, we 

will still hold a high standard for maintaining this tradition of excellence. 
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The Importance of Reopening America’s Schools this Fall 
 

The following is a portion of an article found on the Center for Disease Control’s website.  The 
article was last updated on July 23, 2020.  It can be found at the following link:  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/reopening-
schools.html 
 
As families and policymakers make decisions about their children returning to school, it is 
important to consider the full spectrum of benefits and risks of both in-person and virtual 
learning options.  Parents are understandably concerned about the safety of their children at 
school in the wake of COVID-19.  The best available evidence indicates if children become 
infected, they are far less likely to suffer severe symptoms.  Death rates among school-aged 
children are much lower than among adults.  At the same time, the harms attributed to closed 
schools on the social, emotional, and behavioral health, economic well-being, and academic 
achievement of children, in both the short- and long-term, are well-known and 
significant.  Further, the lack of in-person educational options disproportionately harms low-
income and minority children and those living with disabilities.  These students are far less likely 
to have access to private instruction and care and far more likely to rely on key school-
supported resources like food programs, special education services, counseling, and after-
school programs to meet basic developmental needs. 
Aside from a child’s home, no other setting has more influence on a child’s health and well-
being than their school.  The in-person school environment does the following: 
 

 provides educational instruction; 
 supports the development of social and emotional skills; 
 creates a safe environment for learning; 
 addresses nutritional needs; and 
 facilitates physical activity. 

 
Schools are an important part of the infrastructure of our communities, as they provide safe, 
supportive learning environments for students, employ teachers and other staff, and enable 
parents, guardians, and caregivers to work.  Schools also provide critical services that help meet 
the needs of children and families, especially those who are disadvantaged, through supporting 
the development of social and emotional skills, creating a safe environment for learning, 
identifying and addressing neglect and abuse, fulfilling nutritional needs, and facilitating 
physical activity.  School closure disrupts the delivery of in-person instruction and critical 
services to children and families, which has negative individual and societal ramifications.  The 
best available evidence from countries that have opened schools indicates that COVID-19 poses 
low risks to school-aged children, at least in areas with low community transmission, and 
suggests that children are unlikely to be major drivers of the spread of the virus.  Reopening 
schools creates opportunity to invest in the education, well-being, and future of one of 
America’s greatest assets—our children—while taking every precaution to protect students, 
teachers, staff and all their families. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/reopening-schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/reopening-schools.html
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Transition Planning Team 

 

The State is recommending that districts create a Transition Planning Team in preparation for a 

return t in-person instruction.  Sherrard assembled a 48-member committee to accomplish this 

task.  The committee will be divided into eleven smaller groups to tackle various topics and 

formulation a plan.  Here is a list of the committees. 

 

Logistics   Communications 

Technology   Cleaning 

Academics Prek-4  Food Service 
 Academics 5-6   Activities 
 Academics 7-8   Health 
 Academics 9-12  Social/Emotional 
 Technology   Professional Development 
  
 

 

 

Parent Survey Results 

 

497 families completed the survey representing 854 K-12 students and 87 preschool students 

 

How many school-aged children do you have? 

87 Number of children in preschool 

427 Number of children in Kindergarten through 6th grade 

427 Number of children in 7th through 12th Grade 

 

1. If school resumes for all students in August with modifications for sanitizing and social 

distancing, will you send your child to school? 

286 Yes, I plan on sending my student(s) to school. 
18 No, I don't plan on allowing my student(s) to attend school in the Fall.  
191 I don't know, or I don't have enough information to make that decision right 
now. 

 
2. What is your comfort level with sending your child(ren) back to in-person school in August 

123 Very Comfortable 
173 Somewhat Comfortable 
141 Mildly Uncomfortable 
57 Very Uncomfortable 

 

3.  If schools are unable to resume "as normal", which options would you prefer? You may 

check more than one option. 
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Full remote learning at home 

An “A” DAY and “B” DAY option every other day.   

An “A” DAY and “B” DAY option every two days.  

An “A” WEEK and “B” WEEK option every other week.  

*** Note:  Because this question allowed people to check more than one box, the task 

of tabulating the results is labor intensive, so the tabulation has not been completed 

yet. 

 

4. Having a strong and reliable internet connection at home is important for remote learning.  

What is the internet situation in your home? 

380 We have a strong and reliable internet connection and our family is sufficiently 

able to  

 participate with remote learning 

103 We have internet but it is not very strong and/or the download speed is slow 

causing  

 problems with remote learning. 

12 We do not have internet available in our home.  

 

 

5.  The Illinois State Board of Education is recommending that districts ask parents to bring their 

children to school in lieu of the school bus.  Are you able to bring your children to school? 

86 This is not an issue because my children walk to school or drive their own car. 

165 We can drop them off and pick them up each day. 

54 We can pick drop them off in the morning, but we cannot pick them up in the 

afternoon. 

16 We can pick them up in the afternoon, but we cannot drop them off in the 

morning. 

172 Our children will still need to ride the bus to and from school each day. 

 

6.  Does your child have health issues that could cause them to be vulnerable to the COVID-19 

virus? 

387 No, my child does not have a health issue that could cause them to be vulnerable 

to the 

 COVID-19 virus. 

73 Yes, my child does have a health issue.  The school nurse will call you to discuss 

the  

 situation. 

 

7. Because of issues related to COVID-19, I will be concerned about my child’s mental health 

and well-being if we do not return to school in the fall. 

113 Strong concern 
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179 Somewhat concerned 

132 Not very concerned 

73 Very little concern 

 

8.  If we are able to return to school, the State is mandating that all students and staff must 

wear a face covering (i.e., mask). Do you have access to masks for your child(ren) and would 

you be able to wash/sanitize the masks? 

350 Yes, I have access to a masks for my child(ren) and can sanitize them. 

5 Yes, I have access to a mask for my child(ren) but would need assistance with 

sanitizing. 

6 No, I do not have masks for my child(ren) and would need assistance with 

obtaining  

 some. 

134 I have concerns about my child(ren) wearing a mask. 
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Return to School Framework 

 

The following is a brief summary of the Return to School Framework.  It is being proposed to 

the Board of Education by Superintendent Alan Boucher.  It is based on information garnered 

from a variety of sources. 

 

Safety must be prioritized when students return for in-person instruction.  Daily symptom 

screenings, personal protective equipment, social distancing, face coverings, enhanced 

sanitation measures, and other accommodations will be necessary.  Visual reminders will be 

posted throughout school buildings and visuals will be designated (signs, tape, etc.) as 

indicators of safe distances in areas where students congregate or line up (e.g., arrival and 

departure, lunchroom lines, hallways, recess lines, libraries, cafeterias). 

 

A dual-option model of instruction is recommended for this fall. 

 

Parents will be given a remote learning option for 1) students with health conditions, 2) 

students who have individuals living with them who have health conditions and 3) students 

whose parents fear having their child(ren) return to school.  To retain consistency in education, 

parents of students in the third group must commit to their child’s participation in remote 

instruction for the remaining portion of the quarter. 

 

The remaining students will return to school for in-person instruction five days a week. 

 

School will start one-hour later each day 1) to allow teachers time to manage instruction for 

their remote learners, 2) to allow custodians to have more access to clean the buildings and 3) 

to allow less time for the students to wear a face covering The YMCA has indicated they will be 

able to provide childcare during this extra hour late start in their before-school programs at 

Winola and Sherrard Grade schools. 

 

The Illinois State Board of Education is granting school districts 5 extra planning days for the 

teachers to make preparations.  Three of these days will be used during the first week of 

school.  The teachers were already scheduled to have professional development days on 

Monday, August 10 and Tuesday August 11.  Three remote planning days would be held on 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of that week (August 12-14).  This calendar change pushes the 

start date for the students back to Monday, August 17th. 

 

This plan is subject to change based on new guidelines from government agencies.  I 

recommend that a thorough evaluation of the plan take place before the September Board 

meeting so that adjustments can be made if needed.  The district will have a detailed plan for a 

quick return to full remote learning should there be a resurgence.  The schools will have 

simulated remote learning exercises at school to fine tune the plan. 
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Preschool 

 

The district will continue to serve preschool students in AM and PM sections at Winola.  
Because of the later start time, the AM section will have reduced in-person instruction. This 
time will be supplemented with remote learning activities. A new preschool program for 
deaf and hard-of-hearing preschool students will be housed at Winola.  The students will be 
coming from surrounding school districts. 

 
The summer screening will take place on August 3rd. There are still spots available. Please 
call Winola Elementary at 309-596-2114 to schedule an appointment. Screening is 
recommended for all children upon their 3rd birthday. If the August 3rd date does not work, 
or if your child turns 3 during the school year, you will be able to participate in a future 
screening later in the school year. A completed screening or referral from Early Intervention 
is required for admission to the program.  

 
The delay in the summer screening has also caused a delay in inviting students to the 
program. If your child is on our waiting list, you will be receiving a status update letter or 
phone call shortly after the August screening. 

 
The Illinois State Board of Education recently released guidance for preschool programs. It 
can be found at  https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ECBG-Transition-FAQ.pdf We will be 
closely following their recommendations to ensure student learning and safety. 

  

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ECBG-Transition-FAQ.pdf
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PreK-4 Academic Plan 

 

Assigned Work and Packets 

 Google Classroom will be the primary location for ALL assignments/resources/etc. for 
students (1st - 4th) learning remotely 

 Assigned take-home packets and work for students learning remotely (including Pre-K 
and Kindergarten) will be provided 2 times each month 

 Assignments and packets will be determined by individual classrooms 
 Materials will be located in the vestibule (waiting area) of each building 
 Doors will be locked at 5:30 

 Special pick-up considerations should be discussed with building 
principals 

 Digital copies will also be available upon request 
 

Packet Pickup Dates: 

 August 13th (after 4:00) & August 14th (All day) 
 August 27th (after 4:00) & August 28th (All day) 
 September 10th (after 4:00) & September 11th (All day) 
 September 24th (after 4:00) & September 25th (All day) 

***1st Quarter Ends on October 8th*** 

 

Specials (Music, P.E., & Art) 

 Specials assignments for Kindergarten students and those without Chromebooks will be 
shared through the Homeroom teacher.  

 Specials teachers will provide explicit directions and details for returning/submitting 
student work.  

 Homeroom teachers will NOT be expected to answer questions/provide support for 
Specials activities 

 Families will be directed to send any questions/concerns to Specials teachers 
 

Grading & Reporting 

 Assignments and assessments will return to traditional grading procedures as 
referenced in the Family Handbook. PreK-6 FAMILY HANDBOOK 2020-2021 

 All students will receive a report card at the end of each instructional quarter to 
communicate progress towards grade-level benchmarks 

 Parent-teacher conferences will be available for ALL students in the Fall 
 

Absences/Late Work 

 Students are expected to reach out to individual teachers if they are unable to meet 
work deadlines set on individual Google Classrooms. 

 

Communication 

https://www.sherrard.us/cms/lib/IL02215354/Centricity/Domain/289/PreK-6%20Handbook%2020-21.pdf
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 Daily communication is critical for student growth and achievement  
 Please allow 24 hours for response from school personnel. 
 Teachers will only be expected to communicate/respond on weekdays in which 

students are in attendance 
 

Behavioral Expectations 

 Policies in the Family Handbook will continue to be in place and enforced 
 Please reference PreK-6 Family Handbook for specific expectations 

 NO Toys or non-classroom related items will be allowed from home 
 Students who refuse to follow mask guidelines and expectations: 

 Will be referred to building principals to determine next steps or consequences 
 May be recommended to participate through remote learning for the remainder 

of the academic quarter 
 Learning Remotely Etiquette & Chromebooks 

 Please refer to guidance from the Technology Committee 
 

Classroom Setup 

 Classrooms will be arranged to meet official health and safety guidance to the furthest 
extent possible 

 In-person students may attend both indoor and outdoor instruction 
 During outdoor instruction, teachers will provide guidelines relating to: 

 Taking masks off outside 
 Wearing hats/sunglasses outside 
 Strategies to maintain social distancing guidelines 

 

Instructional Response to Illness/COVID Symptoms 

 If a student is sent or kept home due to COVID-related symptoms AND required to 
quarantine, the student will be expected to follow Learning Remotely Expectations. 

 To return earlier than CDC Quarantine Guidelines, a student MUST return with a Dr. 
note confirming the student is symptom free 

 

Social-Emotional Learning - Counseling 

 SEL education and supports are critical to help develop and teach the whole child 
 SEL lessons will be taught within individual classrooms 
 Additional counseling services will be determined by the counselor 
 Strategies and/or supports will be shared with families to help guide difficult 

conversations and unfamiliar topics  
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5-6 Academic Plan 
 
Teachers will focus on student achievement for both in class and remote learners. 
 
Classrooms will be flipped. 

 Remote learners and in class students will receive the same lesson instruction via video. 
The videos will be 10-15 minutes long.  

 If students do not have internet access at home, they will be able to use Wi-Fi 
hotspots or could watch videos at school. 

 Students will be able to ask questions and work in the classroom alongside the teacher.  
 Assessments may be recorded and submitted for both remote and in class learners.  

 
Google Classroom will be the primary modality for instructional practices.  
 
Communication to Remote learners will primarily be through email. 

 Please allow up to 24 hours to staff to return email Monday through Friday. 
 
Grading Policy 

 Students will be held accountable to turn in formative and summative assessments. 
Please visit the PreK-6 Family Handbook for more details. 

 
Students receiving Tier II MTSS service will have the opportunity to move out of the program 
quarterly if they show adequate growth. 
 
Students not receiving Tier II MTSS will be assigned to a quarterly elective class.  
 
Students will be transporting their Chromebooks to and from school daily. Please help your 
students by encouraging them to keep their Chromebook charged. Please follow the guidelines 
for the 3-6 Chromebook Policy. 
 
Classrooms will be arranged to provide as much social distancing as possible. Class numbers will 
be arranged to be as balanced as possible. 

 Classes may be held outside if weather permits. 
 Students will be able to wear hats and sunglasses outside. 

 
Instructional Response to Illness/COVID Symptoms 

 If a student is sent home or kept home due to COVID related symptoms, the student will 
be allowed access to Remote Learning.  

 To return earlier than the CDC Quarantine Guidelines, a student must have a physician’s 
note confirming the student is symptom free.  

  

https://www.sherrard.us/cms/lib/IL02215354/Centricity/Domain/289/PreK-6%20Handbook%2020-21.pdf
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7-12 Academic Plan 

 

In order to address the academic needs of SHS and SJHS students, the following activities and 
strategies will be implemented: 

1. High school and junior high will utilize an 8 Block schedule (students will have four 75 
minute classes each day - odd periods on one day, even periods on the other) to reduce 
passing times, fewer cleaning sessions, and provide longer instructional time. 

2. Library books will be checked out for one week and will remain “quarantined” and not 
available for check out for a period of 24-72 hours (depending on type of cover). 

3. E books, Tumblebooks, and World Books have been ordered for every school. 

4. Our Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) teams will address all students who 
received an “I,” or Incomplete at the end of the 2019-20 school year through a variety of 
strategies tailored to the individual student. 

5. All teachers will utilize Google Classroom as the platform for remote learners. 

6. Physical Education 

 Students will not change clothes for physical education class 

 Locker rooms will not be used 

 Water will be available for students 

 Efforts made to conduct classes outside to allow for “mask breaks” 

 Will create walking routes 

 Hats will be allowed outside 

7. Teachers will receive professional development on effective remote learning strategies 
as well as successful teaching activities on a block schedule. 

8. Grading will be reinstated and students will be required to complete all assignments as 
required by their instructor. 

9. To minimize the exchange of materials, please make sure your child has enough supplies 
to last from the school supply list. 
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Health 

 

Medically Fragile/Immunocompromised Children 

 It is recommended that medically fragile and immunocompromised students consult 
their medical provider prior to attending school. 
 

COVID-19 Symptoms/Symptom Checklist 

 According to ISBE Guidelines, temperature and symptom screenings or self-certification 
and verification for all staff, students, and visitors entering the school building will be 
conducted. 

 Symptoms may include a temperature greater than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit/38 
degrees Celsius, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, fatigue, 
muscle and body aches, headache, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell, congestion 
or runny nose, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea. IDPH may be adding abdominal pain as 
an additional symptom. 

 Students and school staff should not report to school if they are experiencing any of 
these symptoms listed above.  
 

Attendance Reporting 

 Families and Staff should report possible cases to the school where the individual 
attends school or works in order to initiate contact tracing. 

 Attendance personnel should request specific symptom reporting when absences are 
reported along with COVID-19 diagnoses and exposure. This information should be 
documented and shared with school health staff or other appropriate personnel and the 
local health department. 

 Parents/guardians calling into the automated attendance service should leave 
information regarding any positive COVID-19 diagnoses and list specific symptoms the 
child is experiencing, including child’s temperature.  
 

Students with COVID symptom(s) 

 If a student indicates or states a COVID-19 symptom, Parents/guardians are encouraged 
to have their student tested for COVID-19. 

 Close contact means being less than six feet away from someone for 15 minutes or 
more.  However, this may change with the health department discretion. 

 Close contact with ill individuals will not result in exclusion until the ill individual tests 
positive. The health department will assist the school in determining close contacts of 
the student.   

 There will be thorough cleaning and sanitizing protocols for the affected areas as well.   

 Parents/guardians should not send ill students to school. 

 Parents/guardians are encouraged to have plans in place for picking up students 
immediately if they are ill. 

 Ill students may not ride home on the bus. 
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 If a child reports or exhibits any of the symptoms for COVID-19, the child will be sent 
immediately to the office for an evaluation by the nurse or designated office personnel 
if the nurse is not available.   

 If a student/staff member presents with any one of the symptoms for COVID-19 they 
are to be sent home from school.  Even if students have a history of headaches, 
allergies, or other health issues that have symptoms similar to COVID-19, these students 
have to be sent home per Illinois Department of Public Health Regulations.  
 

Self-quarantine/Return to School and Work 

 If a student is not tested or if their health care provider diagnoses them with COVID-19 
on the basis of symptoms rather than a test, they must stay home for the minimum of 
10 days from symptom onset and be fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing 
medication and improvement of symptoms- whichever is longer.  

 Health Department can write notes allowing student to return to school if they are 
aware of the student’s/employee’s test results. 

 An alternate clinical diagnosis or laboratory confirmed condition from their health care 
provider, such as strep, influenza, norovirus etc. will also allow them to return to school. 
A physician note is required.  Blanket health care provider statements at the beginning 
of the year stating a child has a history or stomach aches, allergies, headaches etc. 
cannot be accepted per IDPH regulations. 

 If a close contact of a student tests positive for COVID-19, the student must remain at 
home for 14 days after first exposure, and remain symptom free during that time frame.  
If another family member tests positive for COVID-19 the 14-day count begins again and 
if another family member tests positive, the 14-day count begins again and so on.  

 Prior to the student returning to the classroom or employee to work, they should call to 
check in with the school nurse or building administrator (if nurse is not available) to 
verify resolution of symptoms, and that any other criteria for discontinuation of 
quarantine have been met.  

 Students home on quarantine may utilize remote learning until they are cleared to 
return to school. 

 Please provide medical documentation of negative COVID-19 test results. 
 

Illness and Diagnoses Monitoring 

 Confirmed case(s) of COVID-19 will be reported to the local health department by the 
building nurse as required by the Illinois Infectious Disease Reporting requirements 
issued by IDPH.  

 The school community will be notified of outbreaks per local and state health 
department guidelines while maintaining student and staff confidentiality rights. 
 

Face Coverings in School Building 

 As required by IDPH, except while eating and during band, face coverings must be worn 
at all times in school buildings, even when social distance is maintained.  
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 All individuals in a school building must wear a face covering unless they are under 2 
years of age, have trouble breathing, or are unconscious, incapacitated, or unable to 
remove the face covering without assistance.   

 Physician’s notes are required for students or staff who are unable to wear face 
coverings due to trouble breathing. 

 Face coverings are not required outside if social distance is maintained (if individuals 
remain 6 feet apart from each other).  

 There are no face covering specifications as long as the face coverings cover the nose 
and mouth.   

 The district reserves the right to deny the use of a face covering if it deems one to be 
inadequate or deemed inappropriate. 

 The Emergency Management Agency is providing 2.5 million cloth masks to Illinois 
public schools with the goal of ensuring all public-school students and staff receive a 
mask. 
 

Breaks for Mask Removal 

 During favorable weather, the schools will try to take the students outdoors two times 
each day for a quick socially-distanced face covering break.  

  Physical education class could count as one of those outside breaks. 
 

Hand Hygiene 

Wash hands for 20 seconds with soap and warm water. If warm water and soap are not 

available, use hand sanitizer.  Individuals should wash their hands: 

 After blowing one’s nose, coughing, or sneezing. 
 After using the restroom. 
 Before eating or preparing food. 
 After contact with animals or pets. 
 Before and after providing routine care for another person who needs assistance (e.g., a 

child). 
 Removing or replacing mask   

 
Hand Sanitizer  

 Every classroom will have hand sanitizer with 70% alcohol content.   

 Students will be directed to use hand sanitizer when entering and exiting every 
classroom throughout the day.   

 Hand sanitizer will also be available throughout the building. 

 Hand sanitizer is not effective if hands are visibly dirty. 

 Alcohol -based sanitizers do not remove allergenic proteins from the hands. 
 

Drinking Water/Water Fountains 

 Except for the bottle fill stations, the water fountains will be shut off.   

 All students are encouraged to bring a pre-filled water bottle from home each day.   

 The school will have water available for students who need it. 
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Precautionary Measures 

 Visual reminders will be posted throughout school buildings and visuals will be 
designated (signs, tape, etc.) as indicators of safe distances in areas where students 
congregate or line up (e.g., arrival and departure, lunchroom lines, hallways, libraries, 
cafeterias). 

 Staff and students should abstain from physical contact, including, but not limited to, 
handshakes, high fives, hugs, etc. 

 Staff break areas will be arranged to facilitate social distancing. 

 Cleaning, mask use, hand hygiene training will be provided to staff that is specific to 
their unique circumstances during school in service prior to student attendance. 

 Hand hygiene and physical distancing will be included in the curriculum to help educate   
students on the importance of proper hand hygiene and personal safety. 

 Students and staff are expected to provide their own masks; however, masks will be 
available in the event they are not able to provide them or they forget to bring them. 

 Other PPE will be provided for employees per CDC/IDPH guidelines. 

 Each school will have a designated supervised isolation area for students with COVID-19 
symptoms to wait for their parent or guardian to pick them up.  This area is to be 
cleaned according to IDPH guidelines. 
 

*Unfortunately according to current Illinois Department of Public Health guidelines schools are 
required to send all students home exhibiting or stating they have any of the listed COVID-19 
symptoms. We have no option for professional judgement. For example, even if a student has a 
runny nose because of allergies, we have to send them home.  If they have a stomach ache or 
headache because they didn’t eat breakfast, we have to send them home. 
**These guidelines may change as new information is released from the Illinois Department of 

Public Health. New information will be communicated with stakeholders. 
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Cleaning 

 

The following procedures have been recommended by the CDC, IDPH and local health 

departments.  The district will implement more frequent cleaning and disinfection to to reduce 

exposure and transmission.  Safety for the staff and students is the highest priority and cleaning 

is one of the most important factors in having safe buildings. 

 

Two additional custodians will be hired to assist with cleaning and sanitizing and to help with 

coverage when a custodian is absent. 

 

The custodians will be trained on how to properly clean and sanitize the school and how to use 

PPE and handle chemicals. 

 

The document, Building Service Worker Technical Training Manual will be used by the 

custodians to guide their cleaning and sanitizing work.  The district will make sure every 

custodian has a copy. 

 

Custodians will begin using a check-off sheet to indicate when cleaning tasks have been 

completed. 

 

Visibly dirty areas will be scrubbed to remove visible dirt/soilage and then an approved 

disinfectant will be used to kill germs.  Frequently touched surfaces (e.g., door handles/knobs, 

desktops/tabletops, countertops, light switches, pencil sharpeners, computer keyboards, 

hands-on learning items, phones, toys, cubbies/coat and backpack area, handles, sinks and 

faucets, toilets, buses/vans) will be cleaned on a daily basis.  Cloth toys or other cloth materials 

items that cannot be disinfected should not be used. 

 

The warmest temperature settings will be used for things that need to be laundered and the 

items will be thoroughly dried. 

 

All buildings and buses will be cleaned daily using an electrostatic disinfecting machine.  Staff 

will wipe off the desks and other classroom surfaces shortly before the students arrive to give 

the agent time to work. 

 

Disinfectants used to sanitize will be registered with the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA). 

 Gloves and other appropriate PPE must be used during cleaning and disinfection. 

 Label directions will always be followed. 

 Required wet contact time will be observed. 

 All disinfectants will be kept out of the reach of children. 
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Vacuuming will be done as usual, but not when students and staff are present in the area/room 

being vacuumed. 

 

Scheduled cleaning times and appropriate documentation will be posted.  Each custodian will 

have a series of cleaning tasks that will be done on a timetable.  This series of tasks will be 

repeated a specified number of times during the shift. 

 

Per CDC guidelines, outdoor areas, like playgrounds in schools and parks generally 

require normal routine cleaning, but do not require disinfection. 

 

Cleaning and disinfecting an area if someone is suspected of being infected with COVID-19 

 Close areas used by the person who is sick. 

 Schools do not need to close the entire building if they can close off affected areas. 

 Open outside doors and windows to increase air circulation in the area. 

 Wait 24 hours before you clean or disinfect.  If 24 hours is not feasible, wait as long as 

possible. 

 Clean and disinfect all areas used by the person who is sick, such as offices, bathrooms, 

common areas, shared electronic equipment like tablets, touch screens, keyboards and 

remote controls. 

 Vacuum the space if needed.  Use a vacuum equipped with high-efficiency particular air 

(HEPA) filter, if available.  Do not vacuum a room or space that has people in it.  Wait 

until the room or space is empty to vacuum such as at night. 

 Consider temporarily turning off room fans and the central HVAC system that services 

the room or space so that particles that escape from vacuuming will not circulate 

throughout the facility. 

 Once area(s) have been appropriately disinfected, it can be opened for use. 

 Workers without close contact with the person who is sick can return to work 

immediately after disinfection. 

 If more than 7 days since the person who is sick visited or used the facility, additional 

cleaning and disinfection is not necessary. 

 

Staff Directives 

 Wear a mask at all times in the building except when eating.  Masks must be worn 
outside unless a 6-foot social distance can be maintained. 

 Wear disposable gloves for all tasks in the cleaning process, including handling trash. 
o Additional personal protective equipment (PPE) might be required based on the 

cleaning/disinfectant products being used and whether there is a risk of splash. 
o Gloves should be removed carefully to avoid contamination of the wearer and 

the surrounding area. 
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o Disposable gowns are available in all schools.  Custodians are welcome to use 
them as needed.  Custodians should communicate with the principal or 
maintenance director if they notice the supply is dwindling. 

 Always wash immediately after removing gloves and after contact with a person who is 
sick.  

 Hand sanitizer  
o If soap and water are not available and hands are not visibly dirty, an alcohol-

based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol may be used. However, if 
hands are visibly dirty, always wash hands with soap and water. 

o Trays will be placed under the wall-mounted hand sanitizer dispensers to catch 
drips. 

o Always read and follow the directions on the label to ensure safe and effective 
use. 

o Keep hand sanitizers away from fire or flame 
o For children under six years of age, hand sanitizer should be used with adult 

supervision 
o Always store hand sanitizer out of reach of children and pets 

 Playgrounds 
o Do not spray disinfectant on outdoor playgrounds- it is not an efficient use of 

supplies and is not proven to reduce risk of COVID-19 to the public. 
o High touch surfaces made of plastic or metal should be cleaned routinely. 
o Cleaning and disinfection of wooden surfaces (play structures, benches, tables) 

or groundcovers (mulch, sand) is not recommended. 
 Sidewalks and roads should not be disinfected.  Spread of COVID-19 from these surfaces 

is very low and disinfection is not effective. 
 Laundry 

o Wear disposable gloves when handling dirty laundry from a person who is sick. 
o Dirty laundry from a person who is sick can be washed with other people’s items. 
o Do not shake dirty laundry. 
o Clean and disinfect clothes hampers according to guidance above for surfaces. 
o Remove gloves, and wash hands right away. 

 Chemicals 
o Always read and follow the directions on the label and safety data sheets to 

ensure safe and effective use. 
o Wear skin protection and consider eye protection for potential splash hazards 
o Ensure adequate ventilation 
o Use no more than the amount recommended on the label 
o Use water at room temperature for dilution (unless stated otherwise on the 

label) 
o Avoid mixing chemical products 
o Label diluted cleaning solutions 
o Store and use chemicals out of the reach of children and pets 
o You should never eat, drink, breathe or inject these products into your body or 

apply directly to your skin as they can cause serious harm. 
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 Training 
o Training should include when to use PPE, what PPE is necessary, how to properly 

don (put on), use, and doff (take off) PPE, and how to properly dispose of PPE. 
o Know the difference between cleaning, disinfecting, and sanitizing 

 Cleaning removes germs, dirt, and impurities from surfaces or objects. 
Cleaning works by using soap (or detergent) and water to physically remove 
germs from surfaces. This process does not necessarily kill germs, but by 
removing them, it lowers their numbers and the risk of spreading infection. 

 Disinfecting kills germs on surfaces or objects. Disinfecting works by using 
chemicals to kill germs on surfaces or objects. This process does not 
necessarily clean dirty surfaces or remove germs, but by killing germs on a 
surface after cleaning, it can further lower the risk of spreading infection. 

 Sanitizing lowers the number of germs on surfaces or objects to a safe level, 
as judged by public health standards or requirements. This process works by 
either cleaning or disinfecting surfaces or objects to lower the risk of 
spreading infection. 

 Flu Virus 
o It is important to match your cleaning and disinfecting activities to the types of 

germs you want to remove or kill. Most studies have shown that the flu virus can 
live and potentially infect a person for up to 48 hours after being deposited on a 
surface. However, it is not necessary to close schools to clean or disinfect every 
surface in the building to slow the spread of flu. Also, if students and staff are 
dismissed because the school cannot function normally (e.g., high absenteeism 
during a flu outbreak), it is not necessary to do extra cleaning and disinfecting. 

o Flu viruses are relatively fragile, so standard cleaning and disinfecting practices 
are sufficient to remove or kill them. Special cleaning and disinfecting processes, 
including wiping down walls and ceilings, frequently using room air deodorizers, 
and fumigating, are not necessary or recommended. These processes can irritate 
eyes, noses, throats, and skin; aggravate asthma; and cause other serious side 
effects. 

 Disinfectants vs. Soap and Water 

o Custodial staff can make a simple all-purpose cleaner for classrooms. Mix one 
teaspoon of fragrance-free dish soap in a spray bottle filled with water. Spray on 
surface and scrub with paper towels or a microfiber cloth. Rinse and wipe dry to 
remove any residue. 

o Microfiber cleaning cloths improve cleaning – the removal of dirt and germs. 
Dampened with water they are great dust removers. With soap and water, they 
remove most germs.  Two-thousand microfiber cleaning cloths will be purchased 
and given to teachers and custodians. 

o Cleaning works by removing dirt and organic matter that contains and protects 
germs. Soap breaks down oils and allows dirt, contaminants, and germs to be 
more easily removed. Cleaning with soap, water, and a microfiber cloth will 
remove most germs. 

o Why is handwashing better than hand sanitizer? 
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 Soap and rubbing hands together under running water removes oil, dirt, and 
harmful surface germs. Hand sanitizer doesn't remove dirt in which germs 
hide and only kills a few easy-to-kill germs. 

o It is okay to request that parents provide fragrance-free baby wipes. 
o Disinfecting wipes are often overused. They aren't appropriate for general 

cleaning when an all-purpose cleaner or soap and water would suffice. 
o Disinfecting wipes (such as Clorox, Lysol) usually contain quats and fragrance 

chemicals. These ingredients can trigger asthma and are associated with adverse 
health effects. 

o Disinfectants can give a false sense of security because when they are not used 
exactly to label instructions, they don’t work properly. Most disinfecting wipes 
require the surface to be cleaned first, and then remain visibly wet 4-10 minutes 
(dwell time) to be effective, requiring multiple wipes. 
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Transportation 

 

The district has created procedures to assure compliance with all applicable expectations under 

state and federal guidelines. 

 

Per ISBE guidelines, parents are strongly encouraged to transport their child(ren) each day. 

As much as possible, all pre-k through 6th grade students should have a parent present until the 

students are screened.  This will allow them to take the student home if the student has a 

temperature above 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or has COVID-19 symptoms. 

 

All parents are expected to self-certify their children for symptoms before sending them to 

school.  If the student has symptoms, the parents should keep the student at home.  The bus 

drivers will surmise that the parents have already checked the students for symptoms when the 

students board the bus.  As an additional precaution, the driver or monitor will screen the 

students for symptoms and check their temperatures when they enter the bus.     

 

All individuals on a bus must wear a face covering. This includes the driver, monitor, and 

students. Each bus will be supplied with a supply of disposable masks that can be given to 

students who forget to wear a face covering. 

No more than 50 individuals (including driver and monitor) should be on a bus at one time. 

Students will not be allowed to eat or drink on the buses. 

 

Social distancing must be maintained to the greatest extent possible. 

 

To help with contact tracing, assigned seating will be used on all buses.  A seating chart will be 

posted on the bus. 

 

Students who live in a household with other students must sit together. 

 

Visual guides (e.g., colored tape and signs) will be mounted in the buses to ensure students 

comply with expectations.  

 

If a student is found to have a temperature above 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or symptoms of 

COVID-19, they should be sent home with the parent.  In the event a child cannot be sent home 

because of safety reasons (e.g., young child, cold temperatures, etc.) or there is no parent 

present, then the front three rows of both sides of the aisle will be vacated and the child will be 

place in the second seat on the “passenger” side of the bus.  The child will then be taken off the 

bus first and turned over to a staff person at the school for processing.  Drivers will notify the 

school if a student is not allowed to ride the bus because of fever or symptoms. 

 

Monitors will be secured for some or all of the buses in the morning to assist with symptom 

screening. 
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Hand sanitizer, tissues and trash receptacles will be provided to help prevent the spread of the 

virus. 

 

The buses will be sanitized between the JH/SH route and the elementary route using only 

products that meet the EPA criteria and manufacturer’s guidelines.  They will be sanitized again 

between the morning and afternoon routes and again before the morning routes. 

 

Drivers and monitors must wear approved and appropriate PPE and perform regular hand 

hygiene. 

 

Drivers and monitors must undergo symptom and temperature checks or self-certify and verify 

that they are free of symptoms before the start of each workday. 

 

Drivers and monitors who have a temperature greater than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or 

symptoms of COVID-19 may not work.  Drivers and monitors who become ill during their route 

should contact their supervisor immediately. 

 

All changes to school transportation vehicles must meet IDOT and Secretary of State rules and 

regulations.  Drivers will not be allowed to make changes to the bus without the approval of the 

transportation director. 

 

School officials will notify the transportation department of students who have a doctor’s note 

to not wear a face covering. 

 

Drivers and monitors will not be allowed to eat or drink while students are on the buses. 

All elementary drivers will participate in the Matherville shuttle.  For the sake of avoiding virus 

transmission, students who are on their buses will remain on their buses until they arrive at 

Matherville. 

 

Drivers who do not have enough time to sanitize the bus before the elementary route starts 

should start their routes earlier.  Parent notification and transportation office notification are 

required before the change is made. 



28 
 

Food Service 

 
Breakfast and lunch will be served at each building in the district and will follow the required 
state and federal guidelines.  Breakfast will be served starting at 8:00 at the Jr-Sr High and 9:15 
at the K-6 buildings.  Lunch periods at Winola and Sherrard Elementary will run from 11:00 until 
1:00, Matherville Intermediate will be from 11:10 until 1:10, Sherrard Jr. High will start at 11:35 
and Sr. High will have two lunch periods with the first starting at 12:10 and the second at 12:40. 
Sherrard and Winola Elementary schools will provide a hot tray lunch each student day.  
Students bringing a sack meal from home will be able to purchase a carton of milk.  A la carte 
items will not be available for purchase. 
 
Matherville Intermediate will provide a hot tray lunch from August 17th through August 28th.  
Starting on August 31st the students will have a choice of a hot tray lunch or a cold sack lunch 
each day.  All meals will include the required components.  Students will need to specify their 
choice each morning during the daily meal count.  A la carte items will not be available for 
purchase.  Students bringing a sack meal from home will be able to purchase a carton of milk. 
Sherrard Jr-Sr High students will be able to choose a hot tray lunch or a cold sack lunch each 
day beginning August 17th.  All meals will include the required components.  Students will need 
to specify their choice each morning during the daily meal count.  A la carte items will not be 
available for purchase.  Students bringing a sack meal from home will be able to purchase a 
carton of milk. 
 
The price for breakfast for all K-12 students is $1.25, lunch price for K-6 students is $2.50 and 
lunch prices for 7-12 students is $2.65.  The price for a carton of milk is $.35.  Families are able 
to complete an income application for free or reduced meals by going to the Sherrard District 
web page, click on the tab for Departments and pick Food Service.  The application and 
eligibility guidelines are listed on the left side.  Applications are also available by contacting the 
secretary at your child’s attendance center. 
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Logistics Committee 
 
District  

 A health committee has been established to determine protocols relating to student 
health and safety of others 

 Visitors will be discouraged - will remain in vestibules unless critical they enter building 
to conduct school business 

 The district will provide masks, if necessary, for staff and students 
 Tiger Express will be available for remote learners 
 District will conduct surveys to determine the number of remote learners 
 Will provide professional development for teachers with effective remote learning 

strategies 
 
Transportation 

 Students will have their temperature taken prior to boarding the bus by a driver or bus 
monitor. As much as possible, please have an adult at the bus stop in case students are 
showing symptoms. Adults should evaluate students before they leave for the bus stop.  

 Drivers will wear masks at all times 
 Students who have a temperature or show symptoms will be sent home with parents or 

be placed in an identified quarantine zone 
 Students that attend Y Care will take bus to their building 
 As much as possible, Matherville Students will not transfer busses at SGS and WGS to or 

from Matherville. 
 Busses will be wiped down with cleaner between routes.  
 Students will be expected to wear PPE while on busses. Students should maintain 

proper social distancing at the bus stop, PPE should be worn if social distancing cannot 
be maintained.  

 Seats will be assigned to assist with contract tracing.  
 Matherville students will be dropped off from the bus at the front entrance. Parents will 

be asked to drop off their students near the gym door. 
 
Building Level Logistics (as developed by individual building committees and/or principal)  

 Creating entrance and exit procedures which will be communicated 
 Breakfast and lunch locations, cafe line procedures, and travel to and from cafe  
 Restroom procedures 
 Passing between classes 
 Carrying and placement of student materials (coats, books, etc.) 
 Supervision of students during arrival and departure 
 Building signage and social distancing locations 
 “Mask break” opportunities during the day 
 Playground procedures 
 Type of water bottles allowed (clear) 
 Number of acrylic barriers needed in classrooms and offices 
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 High school and junior high will utilize an 8 Block schedule (students will have four 75 
minute classes each day - odd periods on one day, even periods on the other) to reduce 
passing times, cleaning, and provide longer instructional time  

 Specific items needed for identified classrooms (science) 
 Will update supply lists for parents/guardians, if necessary 

 
Classroom 

 All student desks will face the same direction as much as possible 
 Desks will be arranged so there is a 6-foot distance in all directions between the 

students as much as possible 
 Teachers will develop a marked path of travel inside the classroom to maintain social 

distancing 
 Only supervisors and staff who are required for instruction will be allowed in the 

classrooms 
 Teachers will build in time for hand hygiene and should communicate with custodians 

about approved hygiene supplies including tissues, hand sanitizer, handwashing supplies 
if sinks present, soap, paper towels and gloves for staff 

 Consider labeling students’ personal belongings and keeping them separate 
 Borrowing and sharing of any items among students is restricted and discouraged.  This 

would include electronic devices, toys, books, and other learning aids 
 Teacher will be mindful of items such as play food, dishes, and utensils that are more 

likely to be placed in younger children’s mouth (teachers should use disposable items) 
 Teachers will develop and communicate new classroom norms reflecting new practices 
 All district and personal “soft furniture” will need to be removed 
 Will utilize outdoor teaching spaces as much as is feasible 

 
Restroom 

 Students will maintain social distancing in restroom areas as much as possible 
 Restroom breaks will be scheduled and teachers will escort to restroom to monitor 

social distancing (lower levels) 
 Staff will be assigned to bathrooms during passing time to monitor and direct social 

distancing 
 Signage about proper hand washing will be posted in the restrooms  

 
Library 

 Books will be checked out for one week and will remain “quarantined” and not available 
for check out for a period of 72 hours (time will change if new research becomes 
available) 

 E books from Tumblebooks, and World Book have been ordered for every school 
 Will develop new Chromebook loaner procedures 
 Traffic will be limited 
 No sharing of chargers 
 Link for library plan: 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FxGKcfHHmTfgxJjxRc79fRwdc_N1KOP51UP6_H7
VcqA/edit?usp=sharing 

 
Physical Education 

 Students will not change clothes for phys ed 
 Locker rooms will not be used 
 Water will be available for students 
 Efforts made to conduct classes outside to allow for “mask breaks” 
 Will create walking routes 
 Hats will be allowed outside 

 
Sanitizing of buildings 

 Electrostatic cleaning will occur every night 
 Teachers will sanitize desks between periods 
 Restrooms will be sanitized every hour 
 Additional cleaning - as required by CDC - will occur in the area of a person who tests 

positive for COVID 
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Social Emotional Health 
 

  
Mental Health Considerations will be given to the impact that COVID-19 has on the mental 
health of faculty, staff, students, and their families. The mental and emotional well-being of 
students and staff members will be closely monitored. 
  

 Training will be provided to staff to increase awareness of the impact of COVID-
19. 

 

 Access to school counselors, social worker, psychologist and school based mental 
health supports are readily available as possible and communicated to students 
and employees.  This access is available to remote students and in-person 
students. 

 

 An online emotional wellness check system will be implemented at the 
elementary through secondary levels.  The program monitors the social 
emotional health of the students, provides online activities and allows the staff 
to monitor the students’ wellbeing. 

 
The district is partnering with the Mercer County Health Department to Mental Health Action 
Program Case Manager who will work with district staff to identify individuals who might 
benefit from mental health services.  The case worker would identify resources and a 
connection between the individual and the service resource.  Staff members who have 
questions or concerns about individual students contact a counselor who will, as needed, 
consult for the Mental Health Action Program Case Manager whose duties include the 
following. 

1.      Assist to identify social and emotional needs of each individual student including 
changes at home such as loss, illness or financial distress 
2.      Assist to identify social determinants of health related to food insecurity, 
shelter/housing, transportation, trauma history, and access to mental health care that 
may impact student’s mental and emotional well-being or ability to access care, or 
may be elevated due to the pandemic 
3.      Provide live-video (telehealth) case management sessions for students utilizing 
remote-learning to maintain active student/case manager rapport 
4.      Use CDC based education for coping with disasters or traumatic events, and 
helping children cope during and after a disaster, to further support students and/or 
families and caregivers  
5.      Maintain in-person case management visits with students that chose in-person 
education 

  



33 
 

Government Provided Mental Health Services for Children 

 

Screening, Assessment, and Support Service (SASS) is a statewide crisis program for children 

and youth. SASS provides intensive mental health services for children and youth who may 

need hospitalization for mental health care. SASS will also provide crisis intervention, linkage, 

and coordination of services to other community-based mental health agencies for aftercare 

and outpatient treatment. The SASS program's main focus is to stabilize the family and maintain 

the youth at home and in the community. The program has a single point of entry, the Crisis 

and Referral Entry Service (CARES).  

 

The following criteria will be applied to determine eligibility based on age and insurance status:  

● Children and youth under the age of 18 seeking public funding for psychiatric services 

through the Department of Human Services  

● Any child or youth enrolled in Illinois Healthcare and Family Services Medicaid 

Program or Medicaid Managed Care Organization  

● Any child or youth whom DCFS has legal responsibility  

 

A SASS crisis worker will respond to the youth in crisis to complete a crisis screening and make 

recommendations on appropriate mental health care, which may include community-based 

services or inpatient hospitalization. The crisis screening can be provided in-person, over the 

phone, or through video, as requested by the family.  

 

If you need SASS services, contact the Crisis and Referral Entry Service (CARES) line at (800) 345-

9049. The SASS program is administered by the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family 

Services. 

 

Additional mental health resources include:  

● IDPH: Call4Calm A free emotional support text line. Text “TALK" to 552020 or 

“HABLAR" for service in Spanish. 

● National Suicide Prevention Lifeline Free and confidential support for individuals in 

crisis available 24 hours a day 7 days a week 1-800-273-8255(TALK)  

● Crisis Text Line Free and confidential support for individuals in crisis available 24 hours 

a day 7 days a week Text HOME to 741741  

● National Helpline | SAMHSA - Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration Free and confidential treatment referral and information service 

available 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 1-800-622-4357 (HELP)  

● National Runaway Safeline This 24-hour 7 day a week national Safeline is for youth at 

risk of running away or already have and are looking for help. 1-800-Runaway (786-

2929) or text: 66008  
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Activities (Athletics, Clubs, Plays) 

 

 
Because we are awaiting an IHSA decision on Fall 2020 sports, there is limited information 
to share. 

 
Sponsors and Coaches must take daily attendance. 

 
On non-school days, coaches will take temperatures and do symptom checks. 

 
All equipment is to be sanitized daily. 

 
As much as possible, students will not share equipment.  In the event they do share 
equipment, it will be sanitized between uses. 

 
Locker rooms will only be used for changing clothes.  Lockers and showers will not be used.  
Students will use book bags for clothing and gear. 

 
Multiple locker room locations will be used to help with social distancing.  Locker rooms will 
be cleaned and sanitized daily. 

 
Following practices, students will exit the building from a designated door.  

  
No one is allowed to walk around building for any reason. 

 
All practices will be completed by 7pm.  No one will be in building after then. 

 
Plays and musicals will be done virtually.   

 
Clubs will have option of virtual meetings or in-person meetings after school at designated 
times. 

 
Homecoming will be pushed to a later date. 

 
No in-person team meetings will be conducted by coaches. 
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Communications 

 

The mission is to communicate with the stakeholders in a variety of ways. 

 

Parent all-call:  Using the ShoutPoint VOIP service, parents will receive phone calls from the 

district.  The ShoutPoint VOIP service also has a texting feature and emailing feature that will be 

used to communicate. 

 

Facebook:  The district’s Facebook profile URL is:  www.facebook.com/sherrardschooldistrict 

 

Twitter:  The district’s Twitter username or handle is:  www.twitter.com/200sherrard 

 

Instagram:  The district’s Instagram username URL is: www.instagram.com/sherrardcusd200  

 

District Website:  The district website will have links to the district’s Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram accounts.  It will also include announcements and information that will be useful to 

the Sherrard stakeholders. The URL is:  www.sherrard.us 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):  Parents who have questions, can send an email to 

contactus@sherrard.us.  A response will be given to each email and selected ones will be added 

to the FAQ feature of the website. 

 

Signage:  Throughout the buildings, there will be signs and posters that give directives, 

reminders and educational information.  There will also be markings on the floor, furniture and 

walls that indicate where individuals are supposed to sit, stand and walk. 

 

Clarity:  Simple and easy to understand charts will be developed to convey regulations, 

expectations and explanations. 

 

Positive Relationships: The district will implement opportunities to increase positive 

relationships within the community through virtual board meetings, videos, the news media, a 

parent forum, surveys and daily social media posts. 

 

Change:  As the Reopening Plan is changed, the stakeholders will be notified. 

Tone:  The district will seek to communicate respectfully and in a positive manner with a 

solution-oriented attitude 

  

http://www.facebook.com/sherrardschooldistrict
http://www.twitter.com/200sherrard
http://www.instagram.com/
http://www.sherrard.us/
mailto:contactus@sherrard.us
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Learning Remotely  
Technology Information & Guidelines 

 
 

 Remote students: 
o Will receive instructional time consistent with current ISBE recommendations 

(reference ISBE quote at bottom of page) 
o Have the option to choose in-person or remote instruction 

 If a family/student chooses to learn remotely, the student will remain in 
that option for the current academic quarter.  

 Families can choose learning remotely at any time 
o Will be provided the training and resources necessary to be successful for 

learning remotely if the situation arises 
o May receive instruction from multiple teachers  

 
 

 Learning Remotely Instruction may: 
o Be a blend of synchronous (live sessions) and asynchronous (recorded sessions) 

 Synchronous style: Teaching and learning occur together, with real-time 
instruction and interactions between students and their teachers. 
These are live sessions, but may be recorded and posted on Google 
Classroom. Video will focus on the teacher in the classroom. 

 Asynchronous style: Students access learning at different times, working 
through videos, content, and learning at their own pace.  

 Each teacher will communicate with students on the style of sessions 
they will be using for instruction. Accommodations will be considered 
on a case by case basis.  

 Instruction may come from a teacher different than your child’s regular 
classroom teacher. 

 
 

 Remote students will: 
o Be expected to mark their own attendance on Infinite Campus 

 Additional info/training will be provided 
o Be expected to follow a traditional classroom pace 

 Individual accommodations may be made, but must be arranged with 
teacher 

o Be expected to interact with the classroom if teacher chooses live sessions 
 
 

 Communication: 
o Daily communication is critical for student growth and achievement  

 Specific guidelines are forthcoming 
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o Absent: Students are expected to reach out to individual teachers if they are 
unable to meet set work deadlines 

 
 

 Technology Resources: 
o Google Classroom will be the primary resource for content management at this 

time.  
o All students, 1st - 12th, will have Google accounts and gmail addresses 
o Additional apps: 

 Will be used to meet specific classroom needs  
 Video training resources will be available for student, families, and staff 

o New audio and video equipment has been purchased within the Sherrard School 
District to enhance learning remotely 

o Chromebooks for 1st and 2nd grade students have been purchased and will be 
provided ASAP 

 
 
ISBE Guidance: 
The State Superintendent has determined that Remote and Blended Remote Learning Plans 

must ensure at least five clock hours per day of a combination of instruction and school work for 

each student who would normally receive a full day of instruction any time remote or blended 

remote learning days occur. Districts can be flexible in determining how to best meet the 

requirement in their own context by counting all learning activities toward the five clock hour 

expectation. Nevertheless, ISBE strongly recommends that on any Remote learning day that at 

least 2.5 hours per day of synchronous learning with real-time instruction and live interaction 

between students and their teachers take place. 
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Contact Tracing 
 

The county health departments will direct the contact tracing process.  The following 
information is from the CDC. 
 
Contact tracing is used by health departments to prevent the spread of infectious disease. In 
general, contact tracing involves identifying people who have an infectious disease (cases) and 
their contacts (people who may have been exposed) and working with them to interrupt 
disease transmission. For COVID-19, this includes asking cases to isolate and contacts 
to quarantine at home voluntarily.  Contact tracing for COVID-19 typically involves 

 Interviewing people with COVID-19 to identify everyone with whom they had close 
contact during the time they may have been infectious, 

 Notifying contacts of their potential exposure, 
 Referring contacts for testing, 
 Monitoring contacts for signs and symptoms of COVID-19, and 
 Connecting contacts with services they might need during the self-quarantine period. 

 
To prevent the further spread of disease, COVID-19 contacts are encouraged to stay home and 
maintain social distance (at least 6 feet) from others until 14 days after their last exposure to a 
person with COVID-19. Contacts should monitor themselves by checking their temperature 
twice daily and watching for symptoms of COVID-19. 
 
If you are diagnosed with COVID-19, a case investigator from the health department may call 
you to check-in on your health, discuss who you’ve been in contact with, and ask where you 
spent time while you may have been infectious and able to spread COVID-19 to others. You will 
also be asked to stay at home and self-isolate, if you are not doing so already. 

 Self-isolation means staying at home in a specific room away from other people 
and pets, and using a separate bathroom, if possible. 

 Self-isolation helps slow the spread of COVID-19 and can help keep your family, friends, 
neighbors, and others you may come in contact with healthy. 

 If you need support or assistance while self-isolating, your health department or 
community organizations may be able to provide assistance. 
 

If you have been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19, a contact tracer from the 
health department might contact you to inform you that you’ve been exposed to COVID-19.  
You should stay at home and self-quarantine for 14 days, starting from the last day you were 
possibly exposed to COVID-19. The contact tracer will help identify the dates of your self-
quarantine. The contact tracer can also provide resources about COVID-19 testing in your area. 
Discussions with health department staff are confidential. This means that your personal and 
medical information will be kept private and only shared with those who may need to know, 
like your health care provider.  Your name will not be revealed to those you came in contact 
with. The health department will only notify your close contacts that they might have been 
exposed to COVID-19. How data are collected, stored, and shared are specific to each state or 
jurisdiction. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/animals/pets-other-animals.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
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Parent-Child Conversations 

 

What should parents/guardians discuss with their child(ren) who are returning to school? 

 

Discuss the importance of eating breakfast. 
 
Discuss the importance of staying hydrated. 
 
Remind them to bring their water bottle to school every day because the drinking fountains will 
not be usable. There are touchless water bottle refill stations at each school. 
 
Discuss when they should ask to go to see the nurse.  Remember, if a child displays one or more 
COVID symptoms, they have to stay at home for 10 days or get a doctor’s note to return. 
 
Explain that they shouldn’t touch the teacher or other students.  There should be no high fives, 
handshakes, elbow bumps or hugs. 
 
Explain to the children that their teachers and classmates will be wearing masks as well. 
Have the children practice wearing a mask at home and remind them that they should not 
touch any part of the mask except for the part going over their ears.  Also remind them that the 
mask must cover the nose and mouth at all times. 
 
When the mask is removed for mask breaks and for lunch, the child should fold the mask and 
place it in their pocket. If they do not have a pocket, they should have a paper bag to store it in.  
The school will have paper bags for students to use.  The child should write his or her name on 
the bag. 
 
Discuss the importance of having enough school supplies to complete school assignments.  
Students will no longer be able to borrow writing utensils and paper from other students. 
 
Explain that staff members are only looking out for everyone’s safety when they redirect 
students for social distancing and masks. 
 
Remind them that the pace of academics and grading is returning to normal.  For many 
students, it will be much more difficult this fall. 
 

 

 
 


